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Join Us For August Worship

WEEKEND SERVICES (In-Person)
Saturdays @ 5 pm
Sundays @ 9 & 11 am
CABIN WORSHIP AT “THE RIVER” (In-Person)
Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm
ONLINE
RADIO (106.1 FM)
Saturdays @ 5 pm
Sundays @ 9 am
Sundays @ 8, 9, & 11 am
Wednesdays @ 6:30 pm
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

CABLE TV (Ch. 6)
Saturdays @ 5 pm
Sundays @ 5 pm

Rally Sunday + September 12

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
9 & 11 am (Sun)
6:30 pm (Wed)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat) 8 am, 9 am &
11 am (Sun)
6:30 pm (Wed)

Cable TV
5 pm (Sat) & 5 pm (Sun)
Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

July 31-August 1
John 6:24-35
August 7-8
John 6:35, 41-51
August 14-15
John 6:51-58
August 21-22
John 6:56-59

August 28-29
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

+ Jazz Worship @ 9 & 11 am
+ In-person Sunday School kick-off with fun games and
activities in upper parking lot @ 10 am
+ 8 am Worship Service returns to Sanctuary
+ Outdoor coffee and donuts (weather permitting)

Support Zion’s Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. Zion’s worship service is broadcast on BOB-FM
Radio (106.1). Our radio broadcast has become an outreach ministry that covers
a good portion of Minnesota. Gifts to support our broadcast are acknowledged
in the weekly “Life Together” insert. A special offering envelope is included in
this month’s Herald. Please write on your check or indicate on a post-it note your
offering envelope # and if the gift is in memory or in honor of someone special.

welcome
Dog Days of August
by Colleen Nelson

Upon considering what to pen for August, I thought of the expression Dog Days of Summer unsure of where it
would lead me. I was curious about the origin of the old phrase. My only point of reference was I’ve heard it
used to describe the end of summer, when the lakes have been taken over by algae, making it difficult to enjoy a
refreshing swim. My research however, revealed that it had nothing to do with algae. Because the sun is in the
same region as the constellation Canis Major (large dog) during the hottest days of the year, the Romans coined
the phrase, Dog Days for July and August. Also, the ancient Egyptians and Romans blamed the sweltering
temperatures on the presence of the super bright Sirius (dog star) which, they believed gave off extreme heat
when combined with the sun. Personally, I think every day should be a dog day. Who wouldn’t want to nap
throughout the day and wallow in the generous love most owners dole out? Anyhow, I set aside my writing to
percolate on the subject of dogs and how I might correlate these lovable canines with our spirituality. It wasn’t
until a few days later, when we sang, “Great is Thy Faithfulness” in worship that I experienced my aha moment.
Dogs are loyal to their owners just like God is faithful to us. The movie, “Hachi: A Dog’s Tale” is based on the true
story of a dog who waited patiently for his owner to step off the commuter train every day. What’s remarkable
is that even after Hachi’s owner passed away, the dog continued to wait at the train station for over a decade
until his death. In comparison, God’s love for us is far superior to even this level of devotion! God’s faithfulness is
steadfast and unshakable. Our Creator loves us unconditionally, showers us with mercy and grace, and remains
faithful to us, even in death.

News from Zion’s Equity Team
from Pastor Connie

EQUITY – we’ve heard the term a lot lately. Simplistically it means: The quality of being fair and impartial. It is a
broad word and Zion’s Equity Team has decided that there are many ways we can act. We are going slowly, so that
may be the reason some of you may not have heard of this team.

In our first few meetings we discussed our goals, our mission as an Equity Team and where as a team we should
start. Together we read and discussed the book Gracism by Dr. David Anderson and we continue to work on the
art of inclusion and the seven sayings of a “Gracist” in our conversations. We hope to do a congregation-wide
study of the book Gracism.

Another goal set is to participate in a partnership with other churches doing the same work. We are excited to
announce that selected members of our team will be taking part in the Faith Practices & Neighboring Practices
Project hosted and presented by the Minneapolis Area Synod. Funded by the Lilly Endowment, this two-year
learning community will put participant’s hearts and minds to the test as we learn about what it means to be
good neighbors and practitioners of our faith. With an ever-growing need to engage with our communities, and
an always-present calling to practice our faith, this program will provide us with the tools and experiences to
grow in both areas in a way that will deepen our congregation’s relationship with God and neighbor. Success in
this program will not be gauged by our ability to gain members or to create new programs but instead, success
will be gauged in our ability to understand that change is a process and that relationships take time and intention.
How can we become communities of practice? What does it mean to be a community of practice in our context?
And how might we utilize these learned tools to live more fully as God’s people in this place? This is what the team
hopes to explore beginning this fall with the Faith Practices & Neighboring Practices Project.

welcome
Upcoming Baptism Class - August 29
If you are expecting, adopting or recently given birth and are thinking about baptism for your child the next class
is Sunday, August 29 at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. To register contact Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org.

Thank You, Anna!

Anna Loe has been the Child Care Assistant in Zion’s Nursery for 11 years. We are grateful
for her dedication and faithfulness to Zion’s “kids” and for the love and care she has given
to all of these children throughout the years. Thank you, Anna and God’s blessings!
If you are interested in the part-time Child Care Assistant position (primarily Sunday
mornings with the possibility of special events) please pick up a position description at
the front desk.

Oberammergau Passion Play Trip

There are still a few openings for the Oberammergau Passion Play trip that was postponed in 2020 due to COVID19. If you are interested in learning more, there will be an informational meeting on Tuesday, August 17 at 5 p.m.
at Zion.

worship

Jazz Worship - September 12
Join us on Rally Sunday, September 12 for Jazz Worship at our 9 and 11 a.m. worship services. We will celebrate a
new program year with music we love that will have us tapping our toes as we call all saints to come marching in!

Welcome to Zion’s Music Program

After these many months of pandemic isolation and limited opportunities to make music together at Zion,
we will finally be able to do just that come September, raising our voices and instruments to the glory of God.
HALLELUJAH!!

Whether you are a veteran singer, ringer, or have not yet been involved in Zion’s Music Ministry, our choirs and
special music opportunities offer something for everyone, and span every age group. Zion’s CHOIRS will begin
rehearsing again on Wednesday evenings, September-May. Please know that you are warmly invited to join and
serve in whatever way you would like. ALL ARE WELCOME!
• Ringmasters Bell Choir, 6-7 p.m. (Room 204) beginning Sept. 8, NEW MEMBERS WELCOME) contact Mike
Hiatt, dir., mhiatt422@gmail.com.
• Zion Adult Choir, 6:30 p.m. (Choir Room) beginning Sept. 15, contact Dr. Roselyn Hanson Weber, dir., 651-3468776 rhansonweber@zionanoka.org.
• Youth Choir, 5:30 -6:10 p.m. (Grades 6-12 in Choir Room) beginning Sept. 22, contact Dr. Peter Durow, dir.
peterdurow@yahoo.com.
• Kids Choir, 5:30-6:10 p.m. (Grades 1-5 in Theater) beginning Sept. 15 contact Claire Jones, dir.,
clairesquestad@gmail.com.
(Details subject to change, TBD based on vaccination rates and spread of the COVID variants.)

grow
Fall Small Group Study
This fall we begin a six-week small group study called Romans: In the Grip of Grace. In this video Bible study, based
on his bestselling book, In the Grip of Grace, author and pastor Max Lucado will guide us through Paul’s letter to
the Romans, revealing what the apostle’s words meant to his original readers and how they apply to you today.
Find the comfort, wisdom, healing, and wholeness that come from discovering that even in your failings, you are
always in the grip of God’s grace.
We will begin our small groups the week of September 13. You can sign up for a group at the Welcome Desk and
starting in mid-August you can buy the book at the front desk for $10.

Thank You, Lee!

Lee Neitge, our Director for Children’s Ministry for Early Childhood, has accepted a full-time
position at her home church. Lee has been a wonderful addition to our Children, Youth and
Family Ministry staff since January 2020 and has done a great job through the pandemic and
we will miss her! We are very happy for her and know that she will be a blessing in her new
role. Lee will be with us through the second session of VBS, which runs through August 5.
If you are interested in the Early Childhood Ministry position at Zion, please email Pastor
Mike and request a job description, mrueckert@zionanoka.org.

CYF Registration Opens August 15

Registration for our Children, Youth and Family 2021-2022 program year will open on Sunday, August 15!
This includes Kid City (Sunday School, 3 yrs-5th grade), Whirl Wednesday (Wednesday nights, K-5th grade),
Confirmation (Wednesday nights, 6th-8th grade), and Common Ground (Sunday nights, 9th-12th grade).

These ministries will likely start out modified from what they were prior to the pandemic, but we do plan to have
them in-person! Information about these programs will be available on our website
https://www.zionanoka.org/grow/children-youth-family/ by mid-August. Brochures will be available at the
church by mid-August as well. Rally Sunday is September 12 as we kick off our programming year!

CYF Volunteers Needed!

Leading up to September when our regular Children, Youth, and Family (CYF) programs begin, our CYF team is
always looking for dedicated volunteers. Our CYF programs wouldn’t be possible without YOU! If you are
interested in volunteering with our CYF ministries, please contact a member of our CYF team. You can call the
main church office (763-421-4656) or send an email to one of our CYF team members:
Kid City Preschool (Sunday School, 3 yrs-K) – Ann Campbell, acampbell@zionanoka.org.
Kid City (Sunday School, 1st-5th grade) – Ann Campbell, acampbell@zionanoka.org.
Whirl Wednesday (Wednesdays, K-5th grade) – Jenny Gustafson, JGustafson@zionanoka.org.
Confirmation (Wednesdays, 6th-8th grade) – Pastor Mike Rueckert, mrueckert@zionanoka.org.
Common Ground (Sunday nights, 9th-12th grade) – Josh Myroniuk, jmyroniuk@zionanoka.org.

grow
Zion Pre-K Registration
It’s time to register for the 2021-2022 Pre-K school year. All 3, 4 and 5-year-olds are welcome. Choose 2 or 3 days
a week with options of 9 a.m.-12 p.m. or until 2 p.m. Register now to get your first choice in class days and times.
Contact us at pre.k@zionanoka.org or 763-506-8181.

Pre-K+ and Summer Camp Fun

Pre-K+ and summer camps have had a wild summer. We have been able to serve 50 children throughout the
summer. Each week we focused on a new topic. We planted in the green space and hopefully will have pumpkins
this fall! Dinosaur week and ocean week were full with campers learning new things about some of their favorite
creatures. Water day Wednesdays have been a blast. The hot weather has made for lots of fun running through
the sprinkler!

Dinosaur Week

Pre-K+ Kids in Green Space

Pre-K Summer Camp Kids

Water Day Wednesday!

care
Home Communion
One of the most important ministries we have at Zion is reaching out to our homebound members, helping them to
be a part of our Church even if they can’t make it to our building. We do this in many ways (our radio and Cable-TV
broadcast, livestream, our Visitation Minister Ken Johnson, our monthly newsletter “The Herald”, providing
monthly services at assisted living facilities). Sharing Holy Communion is one of the most meaningful ways that
we connect with our homebound members. We have a team who currently provides this ministry. If you or a
family member are interested in a visit please call the church office at 763-421-4656. We are also looking for kind,
caring souls to add to our visitation team. Please email Pastor Sue, swallager@zionanoka.org if you would like to
become part of the home communion visitation team.

Hospital Visits and Spiritual Care

If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656 or email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue
swallager@zionanoka.org. The pastoral staff would be very happy to visit you and provide pastoral care.

Worship & Communion Services at Senior Living & Care Facilities
Led by Zion pastors, worship and communion services are offered each month at local senior living and care
facilities. See below for monthly schedule. Everyone is invited.
The Farmstead Senior Living: monthly worship service the first Sunday of each month at 1:30 p.m.
Homestead of Anoka
• Assisted Living: monthly communion service the first Wednesday of each month at 1:30 p.m.
• Independent Living: monthly communion service the first Wednesday of each month at 2 p.m.
• Care Center: monthly communion service the third Monday of each month at 10:30 a.m.
Walker Plaza: monthly communion service the second Monday of each month at 10 a.m.

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:
Richard Gedde
Bette Luhmann
Carole Starr
Craig Bakken
Sharon Erickson

Kristine Johnson
Greg Nelson
Lois Peterson
Isaac & Beth Quarberg
Iona Rydmark
Glenn & Colleen Virgin

about our people
Baptisms
July 11 - Kennedy Fenwick
July 25 - Kinsley Freeberg
July 25 - Aimee Freeberg

Deaths
Debbie Gulstad
Lyla Pagels
Irene Alexander
Joan Lillemoen

Brian Lundgren – in memory of Lindy Lundgren
Cara Fish – in memory of Audre Kiecker
Greg & Ann Bergeron – in memory of Ann’s sister
Bev Fraser – in memory of Mary Steinke
Tory Carlson – in memory of Dennis Carlson
Chuck & Jan Heinecke-in celebration of wedding anniversary
Deaths
Lauraine Blaska
Robert Lindeen
Robert Parta
Joseph Sharpe III

Deaths
Bea McGillivray
James Lanerd
Helen Jacobsen

New Members
Keith Howard
Kara & Taylor Ausen

serve
Habitat for Humanity Sign-Up
Zion has been assigned to work with Habitat for Humanity on a rehab project from Monday, August 23 to Friday,
August 27. The house is located at 8720 47th Avenue North in New Hope. Habitat is requesting that we only bring
6-8 volunteers per day because of COVID restrictions. There is a COVID-19 safety video that all volunteers will
need to watch before coming to the site.

If you are interested in volunteering with Habitat this summer, please call the church office (763) 421-4656 or Bill
Norquist (763) 421-1630, or Sylvan Flaten (763) 421-6607 and we will develop a list of interested volunteers. We
will provide further information at a later date for all who sign up. This project is going to be a rehab, so it will be
a little different than the new construction projects we have helped with in past years, but it is always great to see
an older home made new again. Thanks for your interest and help.

Family Promise Update

Although the rotating church model to house homeless families was discontinued in March 2020 (during their
stay at Zion), families continue to find employment and housing.

Because of the COVID challenge, we moved to a temporary model of hotel stays with the help of funds both from
Family Promise in Anoka County and Anoka County. This model has been successful because more families can
be served (up to six) and the families have more privacy. There are some downfalls too with the worst being no
person-to-person contact with Zion’s volunteers.

We will continue this holding pattern for the time being but there is exciting news. Plans are being made to
provide the guests with a static site which means the volunteers will come to this site (eliminating the need for
drivers). The most important aspect of this new model will be less stress for the families not having to ride to the
hosting church twice each day. The site will be near shopping as well as bus transportation and the day center
facilities will also be in the same building. Negotiations are in process, and we will have more to report soon.
How will this affect you? Since this will be a different way of serving there will be a lot of information provided
to those who want to volunteer. We will have new training sessions, so everyone is on the same page. We will go
to the same location each hosting session rather than to Zion. All the same volunteer duties will be needed except
drivers and laundry (they will do their own each week). You can always go to
https://www.familypromiseanoka.org/ to get updated information and much more. You can also sign up for the
newsletter on this site and be informed quickly. Click on the following link for their June newsletter
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/?u=ce7f826d0e778e28ed48ed0e4&id=57640cb566.

Zion continues being involved by providing one meal a week during our host week as well as “hospitality baskets”
containing items requested by the families. Our remaining host weeks are: September 19-26 and December
12-19. We hope you will consider giving the families cards of encouragement, jokes, drawings, riddles -you can be
creative. Just drop them off at Zion’s front desk.
Thank you so much for your continued support and joining us in celebrating the changes to come.
In Service for Christ,
Pat Stearns and Dulcie Campana

1601 4th Avenue
Anoka MN 55303
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coffee, fellowship and donuts, oh my!

On Sunday, July 18 coffee and donut lovers of all ages enjoyed fellowship with each other after the 9 a.m. and 11
a.m. worship services. The weather was beautiful and it was good to enjoy this long-standing tradition once again.
Visiting us that day were Steve and Kim Blewett, Zion’s sponsored missionaries in Papua New Guinea (far left
photo).
WELCOME

CONTACT US

You are invited, you are welcome to
come and experience God’s love at
Zion Lutheran Church.

1601 4th Avenue
Anoka MN 55303
763.421.4656
www.zionanoka.org

