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Happy New Year
from Zion Pastors and Staff

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)
Cable TV
5 pm (Sat)
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)
Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

January 1-2
John 1:[1-9], 10-18

January 8-9
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
January 15-16
John 2:1-11

January 22-23
Luke 4:14-21

January 29-30
Luke 4:21-30

Not pictured: Pastor Jim Barsch; Deb Oas Koepsell, Diane Shuldheisz, Sylvia Goldman,
Jackie Pipenhagen, Sandy Steinbring, Annika Gustafson, Rachael Walter, Evan Gustafson,
Olivia Krafty, Carl Wallager, Zion Worship Team, Zion Pre-K teachers

Weekly Worship Opportunities 2022
In-Person & Online
Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am
Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1)
Sundays @ 9 am (live)
Cable TV (Cable Ch. 6)
Saturdays @ 5 pm
Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm

pandemic ponderings from Pastor Brent
As we turn the calendar to January 2022, we are about to begin our third year of living in a global
pandemic. COVID-19 has changed our world and lives in so many ways. This is even true for the Church.
For example, we have become far more dependent on technology. We now can maintain our connection
and communicate through livestreaming, zoom meetings and virtual gatherings. The power of technology
has been a lifeline to us throughout the pandemic. We have become more aware of the “inter-connectedness” of our world. The pandemic has reminded us that our neighbors are not only next door, but may
be across the ocean. As one newer hymn says: “Neighbors are wealthy and poor, varied in color and race,
neighbors are nearby and far away.” This inter-connectedness means that the new variant appearing in

South Africa will reach us, too. This inter-connectedness also means that we have people from many places worshiping with
us online. In 2021, we have had viewers from 25 states and 4 countries!
This pandemic has been a constant reminder of what is most important in our lives. I think many of us, at some point during
the pandemic, have missed the people and relationships that matter most to us—our family and friends. Some of us have
lost precious loved ones to the virus. (As I write this Zion has held 20 funerals for members or friends who have died from
COVID-19.) At times we have been separated or quarantined from those near and dear to us. For people of faith, our
relationship with God has been a constant source of strength, peace, comfort and hope during this really trying time. This
pandemic has certainly helped many of us to “re-balance” our lives and priorities and to focus on what is most important in
life—our relationship with family, friends, and our God.

As a pastor, one of the most challenging aspects of this pandemic for our congregation is that we are not all together “in-person” for worship or education. It is wonderful that we have virtual options for worship, Sunday School and other learning
opportunities. We understand that not everybody can or is ready to come back in-person. Worshiping from home does allow
us to attend church in our PJ’s or comfortable clothes, enjoy coffee and breakfast while we worship and to worship in the
warmth and comfort of our living room (without a mask). Please know that we miss you! You are loved! You are an important
part of our community, our church family at Zion, and when you are ready and able to be here, we will be here. While the
pandemic is not exactly a period of exile, it does, at times feel a bit like an exile. I love the words that the prophet Jeremiah
wrote to those who were exiled in Babylon…“I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place.
For I know the plans I have for you…plans to prosper you…plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:10-11)
My fervent hope and prayer for 2022 is that the worst of the pandemic will be over and we can all be comfortable gathering
together again. May God bless you and your loved ones in 2022.

Hope in Christ
By Colleen Nelson

“Hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls.” Hebrews 6:19. I own a mug inscribed with this Bible verse and I
catch myself scanning the cupboard for it this morning. As my first pour of the day permeates the cup, its warmth echoes the
verse and a smile of contentment breaks through. God’s hope is different than the empty promises we sometimes encounter
in this world. When our youngest was four years old he asked for a certain toy for Christmas. He was convinced by the TV
ads that it would bring him hours of enjoyment, so much so, that he didn’t want anything else under the tree. His hope for
the season was built on this toy delivering on its promise. As a savvy shopper, I knew he would enjoy opening the box and
assembling it, but that it wouldn’t keep his interest beyond that initial joy. As a mom, however, I couldn’t squelch his
anticipation for this toy to appear under the tree, so it did along with a Lego set or two. Knowing better what his choice
should have been, I still allowed for the story to play out on his terms. Why? Like our Heavenly Father, who grants us the
freedom to make choices every day, those of us who are parents know that life lessons stem from the choices that we make.
Even as adults, we make questionable choices sometimes, often affecting not only us, but our family and friends. A favorite
hymn reminds me that our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. As people of God, our challenge
is to ignore all the “stuff” we unwittingly build our foundations on; choosing instead to start each day with the hope and
promise we’ve been given through Christ and the cross.

welcome
Zion Annual Meeting - February 27, 2022
The Annual Meeting of Zion Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, February 27 at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The
meeting will be in-person and also available via livestream. Copies of the annual report will be available online
or at the church office beginning on Sunday, February 20. Absentee ballots for leadership elections and the 2022
church budget will be included in the February Herald. Watch the Life Together insert and next month’s Herald for
more details.

Upcoming Baptism Class - January 9

If you would like to know more about baptism at Zion, we will be having a baptism class
on Sunday, January 9 at 10 a.m. Baptisms are part of worship either Saturdays at 5 p.m. or
at our blended service on Sunday mornings at 11 a.m. Contact Kristine
kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Connie ctiede@zionanoka.org to register.

New Member Orientation - January 30

If you are interested in learning more about Zion join us on Sunday, January 30 at 10 a.m. in the Legacy Room.
RSVP to Pastor Brent bcampbell@zionanoka.org or call the church office, 763-421-4656. If you are interested in
membership but unable to attend the New Member Orientation, contact Pastor Brent and he will be happy to visit
with you.

Mortgage Reduction Opportunity

The Zion Foundation has approved a matching gift to encourage the reduction, and eventual elimination, of
Zion’s mortgage. New gifts of any amount, over and above current pledges in place for our capital appeal, will be
matched dollar for dollar up to a total of $300,000 over the next 3 years. Please consider this special opportunity
to pay it forward for future generations of Zion Lutheran Church. Special “Mortgage Reduction” envelopes are
available at the front desk and the tables at the Sanctuary entrances. Questions? Call the church office at
763-421-4656 or talk to Pastor Brent.

Zion Caring Trees

A huge thank you to all who gave gifts cards for this year’s Zion Caring Tree. With your generosity, we were able
to distribute over $4500 in gift cards to four local agencies: Alexandra House, Anoka Metro Regional Treatment
Center, Stepping Stone Emergency Housing and Bridgeview Drop-in Center at Lee Carlson Center.

Zion Quilters Donate 74 Quilts

Thanks to the efforts of Zion Quilters, 74 quilts were donated this year! On
November 20 & 21 the quilts were blessed and distributed to the following
agencies: 19 quilts to Anoka County Brotherhood Council (ACBC); 5 quilts
to Haven for Heroes; 20 quilts to Anoka County for people with disabilities;
10 quilts to Stepping Stone Emergency Housing; 15 quilts to Bridgeview
Drop-In Center; and 5 quilts to Global Health Ministries.

worship and grow
Livestream Equipment Update - Special Donation Request
We first announced the need for an update to our livestream equipment in the September Herald, and we are so
grateful for the response to the request. It will cost $34,500 to update the livestream equipment in the Sanctuary,
and we are only about $6,000 away from moving forward with the updates!
During the pandemic, we have worked to expand and improve our livestream. It has become an important
outreach whether it’s to people worshiping with us from home because they aren’t comfortable gathering in
the Sanctuary yet, people worshiping from their cabins/winter getaways, or people who live in a different state
completely. The livestream is also used for our Channel 6 cable broadcast which is an outreach to the entire Twin
Cities area.

Our current livestream equipment was installed during the Sanctuary Renewal Project, so the equipment is now 8
years old. Like computers, cameras tend to have an 8-10 year lifespan. We have been experiencing issues with the
cameras being shaky and not focusing as well as they once did. We have received concerns about these elements
of our livestream, but unfortunately these issues can’t fully be resolved without updates to the equipment. The
age of the cameras also limits us in the overall image quality of our livestream (1K vs. 4K).
If you would like to help us move forward with these updates with a special donation to this project, you can
send/drop off a check to the church with the memo line “Livestream Updates”. For more information about what
these updates would entail, contact Pastor Mike 763-421-4656 or mrueckert@zionanoka.org.

Meet Zion’s Assistant Organists

Zion recently hired three assistant organists who will fill in for our Lead Organist, Mary Jo Gothmann,
approximately once a month.

Katie (KT) Thompson, Saturday 5 p.m. assistant
KT is currently the pianist/organist at Eden Prairie United Methodist Church in Eden Prairie. She loves
accompanying for local theaters and most recently wrapped up the show “Clue” at the Zephyr Theatre in
Stillwater. She works at the US District Court and loves to paint and play the accordion in her spare time.

Deb Oas Koepsell, Sunday 8 a.m. assistant
Deb started playing the organ when she was in high school. She is a retired vocal and instrumental music teacher.
Since retiring, Deb has been involved in several ministries at Zion where she has been a member since 1977.

Shari Albrecht, Sunday 9 a.m. assistant
Shari is a lifelong Lutheran church organist, most recently at Grace Lutheran Church in Apple Valley. On weekdays
she works as an attorney representing media companies. She lives in St. Paul with her husband Andy and children
Mabel (7) and Charlie (5).

Zion Pages - January Discussion

On January 24, we will be discussing Ernest Hemingway’s For Whom the Bell Tolls. In 1937, Hemingway traveled
to Spain to cover the civil war there for the North American Newspaper Alliance. Three years later he completed
the greatest novel to emerge from “the good fight” and one of the foremost classics of war literature. All are
welcome as we discuss one of the best war novels ever written. Zion Pages meets via Zoom on the 4th Monday of
the month at 6:30 p.m. Contact Pastor Sue Wallager for Zoom invite.

grow
Winter Small Group Study - “Gracism” by David A. Anderson
The week of January 3 we begin a 4-week study on the book Gracism by David A. Anderson. “The parts that we
think are less honorable we treat with special honor.” 1 Corinthians 12:23

When people deal with color, class or culture in a negative way, that’s racism. But the answer is not to ignore
these as if they don’t matter. Instead, we can look at color, class and culture in a positive way. That’s gracism.
Pastor David Anderson responds to prejudice and injustice with the principle of gracism: radical inclusion for the
marginalized and excluded. Building on the apostle Paul’s exhortations in 1 Corinthians 12 to honor the weaker
member, Anderson presents a biblical model for showing special grace to others on the basis of ethnicity, class or
other social distinction. He offers seven sayings of the gracist with practical examples for building bridges and
including others. A Christian alternative to secular models of affirmative action or colorblindness, gracism is an
opportunity to extend God’s grace to people of all backgrounds.
Sign up now at the Welcome Desk. Books available for $12 at the front desk. Group A–Mondays, 1 p.m. at Zion
(Pastor Sue Wallager); Group B–Tuesdays, 7 a.m. on Zoom (Pastor Brent and Greg Bergeron); Group C–

Wednesdays 10 a.m. at Zion (Pastor Connie Tiede); Group D–Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. at Zion (Pastor Connie Tiede).
•
•
•

Week of January 3: Everyone Has a Dot and From Racism to Gracism

Week of January 10: The Art of Inclusion, Saying One: “I will Lift You Up” and Saying Two: “I Will Cover You”

Week of January 17: Saying Three: “I will Share With You”, Saying Four: “I Will Honor You” and Saying Five: “I
Will Stand with You”

•

Week of January 24: Saying Six: “I Will Consider You”, Saying Seven: “I Will Celebrate with You” and “How Can I
Become a Gracist?”

Sunday Adult Forums
Join us each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for our Sunday Adult Forums. Listed below is the
schedule for the upcoming weeks:
•
•
•
•

January 9: How we help feed our neighbors: Fare for All presented by Sean Hurdle, Community Engagement
for The Food Group

January 16: Get to Know NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Health Problems) presented by Kay King

January 23: Anoka-Hennepin Faith Community Partnership presented by Elizabeth Burgard and Paul Vang

January 30: Feeding our most vulnerable: Every Meal (formerly known as Sheridan Story) presented by
Brooke Summers

High School Ministry News
On January 23 from 1-3 p.m. grab your friends and family for Family Feud! Hosted by our very own Greg Bergeron,
the event will be put on by Zion Youth to help raise money for summer youth trips to Colorado and Duluth! During
the event, teams of four will gather to compete to win! Prizes will be awarded to the top three teams. While
Family Feud is going on, Zion will also be hosting a Silent Auction! The auction will take place online and onsite. It
will start on that Sunday morning during worship services and will end during Family Feud!
Butter Braid Update
Thank you to all who purchased Butter Braids in December. We raised just over $500 towards upcoming summer
youth trips. Thank you for supporting our youth!

care
Divorce Support Group
Anyone who has been or is going through a separation or divorce is welcome to attend this ongoing weekly
Divorce Care Series, 7 p.m. on Monday evenings in the Legacy Room. If you have questions, please email Sandy
Wallace sandylwallace@yahoo.com.

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care

If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know. The pastoral staff are very happy to visit you and
provide pastoral care.

Home Communion

One of the most important ministries at Zion is reaching out to our homebound members, helping them to
be a part of our Church even if they can’t make it to our building. We do this in many ways (our radio and Cable-TV
broadcast, livestream, our Visitation Minister Ken Johnson, our monthly newsletter “The Herald”, providing
monthly services at assisted living facilities). Sharing Holy Communion is one of the most meaningful ways that
we connect with our homebound members. We have a team who currently provides this ministry. If you or a
family member are interested in a visit please call the church office at 763-421-4656.

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM

Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:
Don & Bonnie Timm
Alice Andersen in memory of Archie Landin
Walter & Marcia Kawecki
Rod & Diane Halvorson in honor of 55th wedding anniversary
Ken & Sandy Benson
Bev Fraser in honor of Dottie Carlson’s 94th birthday
Teresa Mans
The LeNoue Family in memory of Ruth LeNoue
Nancy Bever
Isaac & Beth Quarberg
Naomi Circle
Glenn & Colleen Virgin
Craig Bakken
Cara Fish
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson

about our people
Baptisms
Nov 26 - Sarah & Grant Reid
Dec 4 - Emma Mattson
Dec 4 - Owen Mattson
Dec 4 - Wyatt Mattson
Dec 5 - Loreena Rygg
Dec 11 - Penelope Schmidt
Dec 12 - Henry Eppel

Deaths
Diane Lovejoy
William Richardson
Sandy Driste
Joshua Branum
Mary Chamberlain
Corissa Quance
John Carlson
Ruth LeNoue
Doris Rosales

Weddings
Dec 11 - Amanda Johnson
& TJ Olinger

New Members
Vaunda Sather
Joan Fredeen
Joel & Sharon Fischer

serve
Winter Clothing Drive - Gently-Used Hoodies Needed
Thank you all for the “too-many-to-count” mittens, gloves, hats, and socks that you recently donated for the many
needy students at Anoka Middle School. The staff said their supply was completely depleted and with the arrival
of real winter weather, many kids will now be kept a little more comfortable while at the bus stop.
Another need of several students at Anoka Middle School is hoodie sweatshirts. If you have any gently-used
hoodies that your children or grandchildren have outgrown, there are many students who need them. A
container for collection of these hoodie sweatshirts will be placed at the Welcome Center near the main entrance.
Remember, these shirts should be sized to fit 11-14 year-olds, which varies greatly, so even a few larger sizes will
be needed.

News from Steve and Kim Blewett

Article based on information found in Blewett Byline Newsletter. To subscribe to newsletter email steve_blewett@wycliffe.org

Recently Zion missionaries Steve and Kim Blewett returned to Buka which is located in the Autonomous Region
of Bougainville-the easternmost province of Papua New Guinea. During their first two weeks back they worked
with their friend and Rapoisi translator George Ribisi. Since the Rapoisi Bible is not in print form, work was also
done to extract and print Advent/Christmas Sunday Scripture Readings from the Rapoisi translation for use by
local churches during the Christmas Season. Steve and Kim also met with translator John Kiibiri, who brought his
handwritten first draft of John’s Gospel chapters 6-8 and 11 (239 verses total), as well as visiting several other
Bougainvillean translators.

Good friends and colleagues: Valentine (Halia
language), Steve, Able (groundskeeper and Bible
translation supporter), Kathleen (Valentine‘s wife),
George (Rapoisi), Kim, Peter (Vasui language).

With hearts thankful for God’s
provision and your help,

20 solar-powered “Audio
Bibles” preloaded with a
dramatized reading of the
Naasioi New Testament along
with Genesis and some Naasioi
hymns were delivered
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it’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas...

Thank you to the following for decorating Zion’s Sanctuary and building for the holidays: Don Walter, Craig Jerome, Larry
Nelson, Jamie Gaboury, Steve Dussl, Doug & Jeannette Boxeth, Pat Morriem, Carol Skelly, Ken & Sandy Benson, Richard & Gail
Burkstrand, David & Julie Larson, Kathy Gillespie, David Frank, Joe & Diane Hebert and Kathy Johnson.

WELCOME

CONTACT US

You are invited, you are welcome to
come and experience God’s love at
Zion Lutheran Church.

1601 4th Avenue
Anoka MN 55303
763.421.4656
www.zionanoka.org

