
A WELCOMING  FAITH COMMUNITY.  

GROWING. CARING. SERVING.

†
TRADITIONAL SERVICE 

MARCH 25/26 2023

5TH SUNDAY IN LENT 

PRELUDE
GATHERING

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

There is only one God – Father, † Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of endless love: help us admit our sinfulness. Forgive us as only you can, so we can fully 
love you and each other. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

A time of silence

Loving God,

We confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us our 
sins: for those we have spoken or acted and those not spoken or acted at all. Forgive 
us for failing to love those around us, both those closest to us and those we do not 
know.  Forgive us for loving ourselves more than you, and our will more than yours. 
Forgive us, turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your 
children.  Amen.

Welcome to Worship
We are delighted that you are worshiping with us at Zion!  God is here for you. If you 
are a visitor please stop at the Welcome Desk in the lower level for a visitor bag.  
For more information contact us at www.zionanoka.org.

       PREACHING:    ASSISTING     READER:   
     Pastor Sue Wallager  5 pm  Deb Oas Koepsell   5 pm  Judy Bendiske
         8 am  Pr Mike Rueckert   8 am  Deb Oas Koepsell
                  9 am  Pr Brent Campbell  9 am  Bill Travis

ORGANIST: Mary Jo Gothmann    



Beloved of God:  Hear the good news! Even when we have messed up, God gives us a fresh 
start. His love never runs out, and He never tires of calling us His children. Hear God say to 
you now:  Your sins are forgiven. Amen.

GATHERING SONG:   Oh, for a Thousand Tongues, vs. 1-4 ............................................................886

KYRIE



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

WORD FOR KIDS  (9 am):



WORD

LESSON:  Ezekiel 37:9-14

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

GOSPEL:

The Holy Gospel according to John 11:38-45
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON:  by Pastor Sue Wallager

HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love is This, vs. 1, 2 & 4 ...............................................666
 

 

 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
After each petition
Servant God…
Hear our prayer.

SHARING THE PEACE:
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Share the peace with a wave and word of peace.)

 

 
   



MEAL
OFFERING 

CHOIR ANTHEM (9 am): 
 “When Jesus Wept ”.................................................................................. by Billings
  Zion Adult Choir; Jonathan Campbell, dir.

OFFERTORY:  Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty, vs. 1 .............................777

“Come to me, all pilgrims thirsty; drink the water I will give.
If you knew what gift I offer, you would come to me and live.”
Jesus, ever flowing fountain, give us water from your well.
In the gracious gift you offer there is joy no tongue can tell.

MANY WAYS 
TO GIVE

TEXT
763-710-2209

ONLINE
www.zionanoka.org

click on 
“GIVE TODAY”

ELECTRONIC 

GIVING
https://cutt.ly/
ziongivetoday

or

When Jesus wept, the falling tear in mercy flowed beyond all bound.
When Jesus groaned, a trembling fear seized all the guilty world around.

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

God our provider, you feed us with the living bread and with words of grace and life.  Bless 
us and these gifts, which we have received from you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.



DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

629



POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER:

Gracious God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our 
hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the 
world with your love.  
Amen. 

SENDING
BENEDICTION

God, the giver of love, 
Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey.  
Amen.

 

328



SENDING HYMN:  Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow, vs. 1 & 4 ....................................327

 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

HOSPITAL VISITS &  PASTORAL CARE
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status 
and would like a pastoral visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine 
kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pr Sue swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors 
know. The pastoral staff is very happy to visit you and provide pastoral care.

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
A very important ministry at Zion is reaching out to our homebound members, helping 
them to be a part of our Church even if they can’t make it to our building. We do this in 
many ways (radio & Cable-TV broadcast, livestream, our Visitation Minister Ken Johnson, 
our monthly Herald newsletter and providing monthly services at assisted living facilities). 
Sharing Holy Communion is one of the most meaningful ways that we connect with our 
homebound members. We have a team who currently provides this ministry. If you or a 
family member are interested in a visit please call the church office at 763-421-4656.

CONGREGATIONAL GODPARENTS NEEDED
Every child needs AAA (authentic, available and affirming) adults in their lives – the more 
the better!  At Zion we believe in “marinating” our children in prayer and being present 
from the beginning.  That is why we have Congregational Godparents – AAA adults who are 
willing to be present at the baptism of a child and pray for them every day and send cards 
(which are provided) on their birthdays and the anniversary of their baptism.  It’s an easy 
job, but a vital one.  We are in need of people who would like to be part of this ministry and 
be present at the baptism.  Contact Kristine Johnson or Pastor Connie for more information.

SUPPORT OUR RADIO BROADCAST ON BOB-FM
Every Sunday morning at 9:10 am, Zion’s traditional worship service is broadcast on BOB-FM 
(106.1).  Our radio broadcast covers a good portion of the state of Minnesota and reaches 
several hundred listeners each Sunday, including many who do not have internet capability.  
Special gifts to support Zion’s Radio Broadcast Fund are welcome.  Gifts may be given in 
memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion such as a wedding anniversary.  

DISMISSAL:
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE     



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AT ANOKA MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Numerous types of volunteer opportunities constantly exist at Anoka Middle School.  Some 
occur inside one of the two campus buildings, but most are requests for donations of things 
needed for class projects, or busy prep work for projects that you can take and complete at 
home.  If you are interested today, next week, or next month, contact Glen Semanko (glen-
semanko@yahoo.com), and you will be sent a link so you can explore the opportunities 
at your leisure to see if anything fits.  Note:  Some activities require a simple background 
check, which you can quickly complete online.

EVERY MEAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
The ministry of Every Meal at Lincoln Elementary needs volunteers to help put bags of 
food in backpacks of students on Fridays or on the last day before a break. Through our 
partnership with Every Meal, Anoka United Church of Christ and Lincoln Elementary, we 
can fight child hunger! For more info and how you can help, please contact Pastor Connie at  
ctiede@zionanoka.org.

CAMP WAPO SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Zion has a long history of supporting kids and youth active in our children and youth pro-
gramming to go to Bible camp at Camp Wapo, and we need your help to be able to continue to 
support our families through the Camp Wapo Scholarship Fund. Our main sources of funds 
for these scholarships are from Thrivent Choice Dollars and direct donations. If you are a 
member of Thrivent Financial, you can look into your eligibility to direct Thrivent Choice 
Dollars at www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836, follow the 
prompts and a Thrivent representative will work with you to direct your Choice Dollars 
to Zion. You can also send donations to Zion for the Camp Wapo Scholarship Fund. Checks 
should be made out to Zion Lutheran Church and “Scholarship Fund” written in the memo 
line. Thank you for your continued support of our Bible camp scholarship fund at Zion!

MORTGAGE REDUCTION OPPORTUNITY  Zion’s Foundation has made a matching 
grant of up to $300,000 available for the purpose of encouraging special gifts toward the 
eventual elimination of Zion’s mortgage. We are pleased to report that special gifts of almost 
$100,000 were received in the last two months toward the mortgage reduction effort. With 
the Foundation’s match, we have made a payment of about $200,000 toward mortgage re-
duction. This will save about $200,000 in interest over the remaining life of our loan and 
allow us to pay our loan off about 2.5 years early. The balance of our mortgage will soon be 
below $2 million for the first time in many years. “Mortgage Reduction” envelopes are avail-
able at the front desk. Any new gift over and above current pledges in place for our capital 
appeal, will be matched dollar for dollar by the Zion Foundation over the next 3 years, up to 
$300,000. Thank you to all who contribute to the current capital appeal/building fund and 
to those who have made special gifts to the mortgage reduction effort.



LIVE STREAM
Sunday 9 & 11 am

www.zionanoka.org 
(click “Worship Online”)

- or-
www.facebook.com/
ZionLutheranChurch 

AnokaMn 
Available Anytime

CABLE TV 
Metro Cable Network

 Channel 6
Sunday | 10 am & 5 pm

RADIO BROADCAST 
106.1 BOB FM

Sundays | 9:10 am

OFFICE HOURS

M - Th:  9 am - 5 pm
Fri:   9 am - 12 noon

 
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 

763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WE WELCOME YOU 
TO WORSHIP

Hearing Assistance 
Units Available

Hearing assistance units 
are available at the 
sound booth at the 

back of the Sanctuary.

Mobility Concerns 
We have areas in the 
sanctuary where a 

wheelchair or walker will 
fit. Ushers can assist you.

Children Welcome
Activity bags are 

available outside the 
sanctuary. We have two 

“pray grounds” in the 
sanctuary with plenty of 

places just outside the 
sanctuary as well where 
children can sit and play.

Join us
  

UPCOMING LENTEN SERVICES 
Wednesdays | Noon & 6:30 pm | Sanctuary

March 29:   Silent Witness – The Shroud

HOLY WEEK

April 2:  Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week.
Worship at 5 pm, 8 am, 9 am, & 11 am 

We start the week with a palm procession as we are reminded of 
Jesus’ procession into Jerusalem, as he entered into the city with 
Alleluias. We will also hear the whole Passion story.

April 6:  Maundy Thursday.
Worship at 12 noon & 6:30 pm 

We hear the command to love one another as Christ has loved us and 
we partake in the Lord’s Supper. As Jesus left the meal and went to 
the Mt. of Olives, it was there he was betrayed and arrested.

April 7:   Good Friday.
Traditional worship at 12 noon & 6:30 pm

Family service at 5:30 pm
We hear the seven last words of Christ.

April 8 & 9:  Celebration of Easter.
Saturday worship at 5 pm 

 Sunday worship at 8, 9:30 &11 am
We proclaim together Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed! 


