
A WELCOMING FAITH COMMUNITY  
GROWING. CARING. SERVING.

†
CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
DECEMBER 24, 2023

PRELUDE:
10:00 am: “Sing We Now of Christmas; Coventry Carol; He is Born”....................... arr. Phillips
                    Deb Oas Koepsell, piano; Shari Albrecht, violin
1: 30, 3:00 & 10:00 pm:  “Adeste, Fideles Fantasia” .................................................. arr. Blackwell                        
                    Mary Jo Gothmann, organ
4:30 pm:    “Angels We Have Heard on High; On Christmas Night” .......................... arr. Boertje
                    Rich Goldman, clarinet; Mary Jo Gothmann, piano

GATHERING
SPECIAL MUSIC (1:30 pm):    

”O Christmas Tree; O Come, Little Children; We Wish You a Merry Christmas”
Children’s Festival Choir; Jonathan Campbell, dir.; LeaAnn Barnett, piano

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Let us go, in heart and mind, to see what has come to pass.
Let us go with the shepherds to find the Savior!
Let us go with the wise ones to find God’s promise, born for us!
Let us go with the poor and humble to find our King, born in a lowly manger.
Let us go with all the world, with all the peoples of the nations.
Come, let us worship and adore him: Christ the Lord!

Please silence your cell phones.  Thank you! 

Welcome to Worship
Welcome to worship on this Holy Day.  Around the world Christians gather to sing, 
hear the story and be met by Jesus Christ in the bread and cup.  Jesus Christ is here 
for you.  Know that all are welcome at Communion, where Jesus is host and meal.

READER
10:00 am  Deb Oas Koepsell
   1:30 pm  Greg Bergeron
   3:00 pm  Bill Travis
   4:30 pm  Kathy Quade
 10:00 pm  Marty Gray

PREACHING
10:00 am, 1:30, 3:00 & 4:30 pm
     Pastor Brent Campbell 
10:00 pm  
     Pastor Sue Wallager  

ORGAN/PIANO:  10:00 am   Shari Albrecht 
                                   1:30, 3:00, 4:30 & 10:00 pm   Mary Jo Gothmann

PRESIDING  
All Services  
     Pastor Connie Tiede  
1:30 & 3:00 pm  
     Pastor Sue Wallager  



OPENING HYMN:  O Come, All Ye Faithful, vs 1- 3 ..................................................................... 283



GREETING
Good Christian friends, rejoice!  Today Christ is born!  From the realms of glory, angels sing.  
From fields, keeping their watch by night, shepherds arrive.  And we too have come to the 
manger to see the newborn king.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Let us pray…
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC 
   1:30 pm: “Somebody’s Talkin’ ‘Bout Jesus” ....................................................................... arr. Taylor
                    Children’s Festival Choir; Jonathan Campbell, dir.; LeaAnn Barnett, piano 
  4:30 pm: “Sing We Now of Christmas; He is Born the Divine Christ Child ” ......... arr. Boertje 
                    Rich Goldman, clarinet; Mary Jo Gothmann, piano
10:00 pm: “What is this Lovely Fragrance” ...................................................................... arr. Jordan
                    Zion Adult Choir; Jonathan Campbell, dir.; Mary Jo Gothmann, organ

WORD

WORD FOR KIDS (10 am, 1:30, 3:00 & 4:30 pm)

CAROL:  I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve .................................................................................... 271 



CHRISTMAS GOSPEL:  Luke 2:1-7 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be regis-
tered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

 OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness — on them light has shined.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to 
us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall 
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this.

CAROL:  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ........................................................................................................... 276



CAROL:  What Child is This ......................................................................................................................... 296

 

 

 

 

 

 CHRISTMAS GOSPEL:  Luke 2:8-14

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ”Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”



CAROL:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ................................................................................................ 270



When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying 
in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary trea-
sured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL:  Luke 2:15-20

CAROL:  O Little Town of Bethlehem ..................................................................................................... 279

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON: 
10:00 am, 1:30, 3:00 & 4:30 pm - “Unexpected Gifts are the Best”  by Pastor Brent Campbell 
10:00 pm - by Pastor Sue Wallager 

CAROL:  Away in a Manger .............................................................................................................. 277 

MANY WAYS TO GIVE

TEXT: 763-710-2209

ONLINE
www.zionanoka.org

click on “GIVE TODAY”
ELECTRONIC GIVING

https://cutt.ly/ziongivetoday
or

 

 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 

Emmanuel, God with us…
Hear our prayers

SHARING THE PEACE:

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

(Share the peace with a wave and word of peace.)



MEAL
OFFERING/SPECIAL MUSIC:

10:00 am - “Gesu Bambino”.......................................................................................... by Pietro A Yon
                      Bruce Messer, baritone, Shari Albrecht, violin; Deb Oas Koepsell, piano
   1:30 pm - “An Appalachian Christmas” ....................................................................... arr. Waldrop
                      Zion Ringmasters Bell Choir, Jonathan Campbell, dir.
   3:00 pm - “All Is Well” ......................................................................................by Smith/Kirkpatrick
                      Beth Perry, vocals; Mary Jo Gothmann, piano
  4:30 pm & 10:00 pm 
                   - “Gesu Bambino”......................................................................................... by Pietro A Yon
                       Liz Timm, soprano; Mary Jo Gothmann, piano 

OFFERING CAROL:  In the Bleak Midwinter ....................................................................................... 267 

OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the 
song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with 
all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word 
made flesh.
Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

PROPER PREFACE:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ..... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

 

 
 
 

  
 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
Glory to God in the highest!  Come to the table of peace.  All are welcome.

DISTRIBUTION CAROLS & MUSIC

SPECIAL MUSIC:
10:00 am: “Emmanuel” ................................................................................................ by Chris Tomlin
                      Bruce Messer, soloist; Shari Albrecht, piano
   1:30 pm: “Breath of Heaven” ........................................................................................ by Amy Grant
                      Stephanie Heiberg, soprano;  Mary Jo Gothmann, piano
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER:

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you 
have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the 
good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. 

SENDING

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES - The Pastor will annnounce when to turn on your candle.  

Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
In him was life and he is the true light.
The light shines in the darkness.
And the darkness did not overcome it.

288



SENDING HYMN:   Silent Night  #281



Please place your candle in the baskets as you leave. 

BENEDICTION
May the hope, joy, peace and love of Christ
fill your heart on this Holy Night
and bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE:  
10:00 am: “Angels from the Realms of Glory”........................... arr. Childs
1:30, 3:00, 4:30 & 10:00 pm: “Silent Night”  ............................. arr. Bullard        

LIVE STREAM
Sunday 9 & 11 am

www.zionanoka.org 
(click “Worship Online”)

- or-
www.facebook.com/
ZionLutheranChurch 

AnokaMn 
Available Anytime

CABLE TV 
Metro Cable Network

 Channel 6
Sunday | 10 am & 5 pm

RADIO BROADCAST 
106.1 BOB FM

Sundays | 9:10 am

OFFICE HOURS

M - Th:  9 am - 5 pm
Fri:   9 am - 12 noon

 
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 

763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WE WELCOME YOU 
TO WORSHIP

Hearing Assistance 
Units Available

Hearing assistance units 
are available at the 
sound booth at the 

back of the Sanctuary.

Mobility Concerns 
We have areas in the 
sanctuary where a 

wheelchair or walker will 
fit. Ushers can assist you.

Children Welcome
Activity bags are 

available outside the 
sanctuary. We have two 

“pray grounds” in the 
sanctuary with plenty of 

places just outside the 
sanctuary as well where 
children can sit and play.

Merry Christmas  &  
A Blessed New Year

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE ZION PASTORS AND STAFF
The Zion pastors and staff wish all of of our members and visitors and 
their families a wonderful Christmas filled with joy. A heartfelt thanks to 
ALL volunteers who shared their time and gifts to bless our services of 
worship this Christmas. Musicians, choirs, altar guild, ushers, decor team, 
greeters, readers, and everyone who helped ... know that your gifts are 
greatly appreciated! May God bless you and your loved ones in the New 
Year.

POINSETTIA GARDEN
Thank you to all who donated to the poinsettia garden in honor or in 
memory of their loved ones.  

Glory to 
God in the 

highest 


